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masses by some influence ^exerted from beneath
its  level.    Those disturbances which take place  so
frequently and so rapidly are the evidences of the
action of forces  enormously exceeding those  which
the sun can by any possibility exert upon so distant a
globe.    And if analogy is to be our guide, and we
are to judge of the condition of Jupiter according
to what we know or guess of the past condition of the
earth and the present condition of the sun, we seem
led to the conclusion that Jupiter is still a glowing
mass, fluid probably throughout, still bubbling and
seething with the   intensity  of the primaeval nfires,
sending up continually enormous masses of cloud, to
be gathered into bands under the influence of the swift
rotation of the giant planet.    No otherwise, as it
seems to me, can one explain the intense vitality, if one
may use the expression, of a planet circumstanced as
Jupiter is.    No otherwise can one understand whence
his atmosphere is loaded with vapour-masses whose
contents must exceed, on a moderate computation, all
the oceans on the surface of this earth.    When we see
masses so enormous swayed by influences of such
energy, that intermediate belts, thousands of miles in
width, are closed up in a single hour ;* when we recog-
nise the tremendous character of the morons which,
from beyond four hundred millions of miles, are dis-

* JEven if -we take the disappearance of a dark belt to be due to the
formation of otouds, which is perhaps more probable than that the clouds
of neighbouring belts have closed ^n1 the forces represented by thQ
change are nevertheless tremendous